
How are aƫtudes towards 
animals reflected? 

How are different species 
reflected? 

Does the story depict an 
appropriate human/animal 

relaƟonship? 

Is animal care represented in a 
realisƟc, healthy, and safe way? 

Does the story depict animals 
with human characterisƟcs 

(anthropomorphize)? 

Are wild animals realisƟcally 
portrayed? 

Aƫtudes towards animals have shiŌed considerably over 
the years—older books may reflect outdated views. 

Are some species reflected negaƟvity? I.e.: Are snakes 

made out to be bad or evil? 

Animals depend on us to meet their needs—is this 
reflected? 

Does the story promote misconcepƟons? Does the story 
show posiƟve and safe interacƟons with animals? I.e.: 

young children hugging dogs. Does the story demonstrate 
appropriate care? 

This can be posiƟve if informaƟon, relaƟonships  with and 
treatment towards animals is realisƟc or if the story 
fosters moral lessons about how to recognize self in 

others. 

Does the story glorify the taming of wildlife—which has 
negaƟve (and someƟmes lethal consequences) for both 

animals and people? 

Selecting Animal–Themed 
Books for Your Classroom Things to consider when 

Stories that feature animals are ubiquitous in children’s literature, however not all books send 
posiƟve or accurate messages about animals. Here are a few things to consider before selecƟng 
animal‐themed books with a humane message for your classroom. Many great books may not 
meet these criteria, but can provide great teaching moments if they are reflected on criƟcally.  


