Observing Animals
Curiosity is powerful. It encourages us to ask questions, seek answers, think critically, find solutions
and develop better ways of doing things. It helps us to be open to others, build understanding and
foster empathy. Animals are intrinsically interesting to young people and can be a powerful
motivator for fostering curiosity that can be easily extended to others and the environment.
Curiosity, inquiry, and finding answers is essential for all subject areas and makes learning more
meaningful. Use the following poster discussion questions to encourage curiosity in your classroom!

Discussion Questions











What does it mean to be curious?
Why is it important to ask questions?
What are different ways we can find answers to our questions?
Look at the poster, do you think the bird looks to be curious? Why or why not?
Can you tell how an animal is feeling by just looking at them? What are some examples?
Do you think animals are curious? If so, how can you tell?
Do you think being curious and learning more about others and nature helps you to be
kinder? Why or why not?
What animal are you most curious about? Why?

Activities
1. Stay Curious! – Ask students: What animal are you most curious about? Why? Where does this
animal live? (house, farm, wild) Have students create a list of five things they know about the animal
(this could be completed as a class or in small groups). Next, ask students what else they want to
know about the animal. Using the template provided, have students create a poster that includes a
picture and question about that animal. Display the posters in your classroom!
Send us some of your students’ questions! Take a picture of a poster(s), and email it to
education@albertaspca.org, or post on social media and tag us on Twitter, Instagram or Facebook.
Be sure to include the hashtag #curiousquestions. The Alberta SPCA will answer a curious question
each week of the school year and post the answer on social media and our website!

Additional activities on reverse →

/staycurious

Observing Animals
Activities continued
2. Needs of Animals – As a class compile a list of everything required to care for a pet budgie (see
“Needs of Budgies” for solutions). Next, ask students to choose an animal they are interested in, and
individually or in pairs, make a list (or draw) everything needed to care for that animal. Have students
compare their list to the list made for the budgie. Have students present to the class one similarity
and one difference. For a short (1:30) video on meeting the needs of dogs watch “Life with Louis.”
3. Observing Animals – We use observation to learn more about animals and the natural world. As a
class, watch the PBS video “Leave it to Beavers” (2:32).
Post-Video Questions
 What are some visible characteristics of the beaver?
 How do some of the traits helps the beaver survive?
 What was the beaver doing? Why?
 How does the beaver use the habitat to meet their basic needs?
 What is the beaver’s relationship with other living and nonliving things? Is this helpful or
harmful to the environment?
Have students observe an animal (insects, local wildlife, or pets), either in person or online, (there are
many animal videos online or watch an Animal Cam) and have them complete the Activity Sheet
“Observing Animals.” Encourage students to share any questions they have about their observation.

ADVISE STUDENTS: While observing wildlife, it is critical to not disturb the animal. Remind students to
be respectful by giving the animal space, being quiet and observing from a distance. Never touch or
feed wildlife as this can result in injury to the animal and person.

Let us know if you do any of the
activities with your students to get on
our Kindness Map!

/staycurious
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