
CARING COMMUNITY 
Caring communities are connected, inclusive, and collaborative. Being engaged and active in our community 
benefits those who contribute and care for each other and our collective well-being is served by these relationships. 
Animals are also an important part of our communities and they play a vital role. Animals are often part of our 
families, we depend on them for food, and many other roles. By working together, empathizing with others, and 
demonstrating care for all, we are improving our communities for everyone and every living thing. 

Use the following discussion questions and activities to foster caring and compassion for animals, people, and the 
environment. 

 What does it mean to care about something/someone? 

 What do you care about? Who do you care about? 

 What is community? 

 What are the benefits of being part of a group or community? 

 What communities do you belong to? Does everyone belong to a community? 

 How do you contribute to your community?  
 Who is in your community? Are animals part of your community? Why or why not? 

 Look at the poster, which animals are pets? Farm animals? Wild animals? 

 Who is responsible to care for pets? Farm animals? Wild animals? 

 How does caring about other people help your community? How does caring about animals 
help your community? How does caring about the environment help your community? 
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Activities 

1. Caring Community Members – Caring communities include individuals that care for other people, animals 
and the environment. People such as veterinarians, animal protection officers, and farriers are members of the 
community that care for animals as part of their job! As a class, listen to the podcast “Interviewing an Alberta 
SPCA Peace Officer” (5:34). 

  Post Podcast Discussion Questions 

 What does an Alberta SPCA Peace Officer do? How do they help their community? 

 What kind of animals do they help? 

 What advice does Peace Officer Ryan-Ann give students on how they can help animals in their 
community? 

As a class, brainstorm a list of other community members that help the community. Discuss how these people 
help your community. Ask students, if they could interview a person from the list, what would they ask? Make a 
class list of the questions. Visit everylivingthing.ca/CaringCommunity for the podcast. 

EXTENSION: Reach out to a community member who makes a difference in their community for animals, 
people or the environment (veterinarian, nurse, fish and wildlife officer, etc.) Ask if they would be 
willing to answer a few questions virtually via Zoom, Google Hangouts, or Skype. Use the questions 
the students came up with! 

EVERYLIVINGTHING.CA/CARINGCOMMUNITY For podcast, videos, additional information 
for teachers and curriculum connections visit: 

Caring Community Members Div 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=UUz7zuoyZrJBIBzxHFy-LVQA&time_continue=45&v=QmU8b52K05k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=UUz7zuoyZrJBIBzxHFy-LVQA&time_continue=45&v=QmU8b52K05k


CARING COMMUNITY 
Activities continued 

2. Comparing Caring in Canada – Canada is shaped by many diverse communities. The land, culture, history 
and climate all contribute to shaping and changing the communities in Canada. While these communities can be 
vastly different, similarities can always be found. Read aloud Kamik an Inuit Puppy Story by Donald Uluadluak. 
Alternatively, students can watch the read aloud video “Kamik An Inuit Puppy Story” (7:07).  

  Post Reading Discussion Questions 

 Where in Canada does this story take place? 

 Why did Jake’s Grandfather use sled dog teams? 

 Do Inuit communities still use sled dogs? 

 How does Jake’s Grandfather care for Kamik and his other dogs? 

 How do you care for your pet? 

 How is your relationship to your pet (or a friend’s pet) similar and different to Jake’s (and his 
Grandfather’s) relationship with Kamik and the sled dogs? Similarities could include: training, 
respecting, caring, trusting. Differences include: Kamik is a working dog (dog team), Jake’s 
Grandfather depends on his dogs as transportation, to get food, to help survive. 

 What are some reasons for the differences? 

Using the “Comparing Caring” Venn diagram activity sheet, have students compare and contrast the similarities 
and differences between the relationship they have with their pets and the relationship Jake’s grandfather has 
with his dogs. Visit everylivingthing.ca/CaringCommunity for the read aloud video and the activity sheet. 

EVERYLIVINGTHING.CA/CARINGCOMMUNITY For podcast, videos, additional information 
for teachers and curriculum connections visit: 

3. Protecting Pollinators – Butterflies and bees are important to our community. When butterflies and bees 
feed on a flower’s nectar, pollen collects on wings/body, and moves with the butterfly and/or bee to the next 
flower. Spreading of the pollen helps other plants and food grow for humans and animals to eat. Plants depend 
on butterflies and bees to spread the pollen, and the butterflies and bees depend on their ecosystem having lots 
of plants and flowers to feed on. Unfortunatley, these areas are decreasing due to things such as habitat loss. 

As a class watch the video “Why Do We Need Bees?” (3:32) and read aloud A Butterfly is Patient by Dianna Aston 
and Sylvia Long. Alternatively students can watch the read loud video “A Butterfly is Patient” (11:05). Have 
students complete the “Protect Butterflies and Bees” activity sheet either individually or as a class. Visit 
everylivingthing.ca/CaringCommunity for the videos, the activity sheet, and for additional information on the 
importance of pollinators and what can be done to help. 

MAKE YOUR MARK! 
Let us know if you do any of the 

activities with your students to get 
on the Kindness Map! 

Caring Community Members Div 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6l-h9D7JIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CxCTyxRFh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzvuCtNZ2hs

